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CLUB SPONSORS 



Willand Rovers Football Club is a Members Club. All positions below are 
elected annually by members of the club at the Annual General Meeting 
which is held in August of each year as per club rules. 

 
Chairman: Mike Mitchell 
President: Peter Ward 
Vice President: Tony Williams 
Treasurer: Catherine Dinner 
Football Secretary: Dominic Clark 
Secretary: Catherine Dinner 
Members: Simon Dinner, Richard Barrs, David Cork, Graham Mitchell, Mike 
Hawkins 

Russell Jee & David Steele 
Manager & Asst Manager 



Willand Rovers 
FC 

Bar Open & Tea/Coffee  
1st & 3rd Tuesday of each month 

               Open 7pm,  
 

Eyes down 
7.30pm 

 

 Stan Robinson Official Club Sponsor 



Devon Tarmasters Official Club Sponsor 



Willand Rovers Clubhouse for Hire 
Why not hold your  

Wedding Reception, Birthday, 
Corporate Event  

or any other special occasion  
 

Seating with tables for around   
100 people and room for a disco with 

dance floor.  
 

Contact 01884-33885 
Or use the contact us form on the website 

www.willandrovers.co.uk 
 

    NELLIE       DAVID         RUSSELL     WARREN           
GREENING   STEELE            JEE             KILLEN  
      Physio         Asst Manager       Manager              Coach                  
                                                                                    
                                                                                      

                    Follow us on Twitter 
 

@willandrovers 



Rovers from humble origins to today! 

Football has been played in Willand for well over 100 years and the first match 
reports exist from November 1907, when Willand Association Football Club was 
under the chairmanship of Dr Henry Tracey of the Gables and played their 
home games at the  Pavilion Ground, being the field opposite the Halfway 
House. 

The football club was still going strong by the years of the Second World War, 
when it was known as Willand Wanderers FC. However, a spell in the financial 
doldrums left Wanderers going out of business and out of the ashes rose         
Willand Rovers. 

There were two members from the football club on the committee of Willand 
United Services Club formed in 1942 to organize wartime social events. 

During the 2nd World War and for a period of time after wards, the club played 
home games in Henry Eveleigh’s field which is the land that, these days, is    
opposite the chip shop in Station Road, Willand. 

It was in the early 1950′s that the club made the switch to its present home, 
Silver Street, now known as the Stan Robinson Stadium in deference to its 
main sponsor, Stan      Robinson Transport. In 1972 Willand started the season 
there against near neighbor’s Tiverton Town in the Premier Division of the Dev-
on and Exeter League. Interestingly enough, the K. O. was scheduled for 3.15. 
(To allow the crowds time to enter?) This season saw the first programme pro-
duced for match days with 40% of the proceeds on sales going to a prize draw. 
It also saw the introduction of a refreshment caravan. Whilst it is not clear 
what was sold from the caravan, the programme advertisers included    current 
programme advertisers, Willand Service Station and Cafe and Spearing’s  
Coaches, past stand sponsors, Lloyd Maunder, now 2 Sisters food group and the 
long departed Railway Inn at the original Tiverton Junction station. 

For the opening match of 1972-3, the two teams included any number of well-
known local football names including, for Willand Rovers, Kenny Freeman and 
current club chairman, Mike Mitchell whilst Tiverton Town included Colin Cam-
pion, a relative of Dave Campion who was to go on and become Secretary of the 
club in early 21st century, along with Nick Seatherton, whose relative, Mark, 
was one of the stars of the Rovers Devon County League side in the 90’s. 

LEGEND SAYS…………………….. 

Club History 



Legend has it that the current grandstand was built with timber from the then 
village hall, which also had to make way for the motorway. Despite the stand, 
disaster followed in 1985 when the Devon and Exeter League ruled that the 
club did not have adequate facilities to continue to play in the Premier           
Division and demoted the club to its senior leagues and the reserves went to 
play in the North Devon League.  

Looking at the club and its facilities now, one has to admire the quick and   
positive way the club fought back from this moment of adversity. As a       
measure of the progress the club made at that time, inspired by current     
President and  former player and club  manager, Peter Ward, “The Rovers” not 
only got back into the Premier Division of The Devon and Exeter League, it 
then became one of the founder members of the new   Devon County League 
when it was set up in time for the start of the 1992-3 season. 

Rovers hosted their first ever County league match, and Bert Millichip, then 
the    Chairman of the Football Association, was in attendance to witness      
history being made for the village side. 

The manager at that time was Mike Howe, a well-known local former player 
with both Tiverton Town and Elmore and further proof that “The Rovers 
“were on their way. 

THE CLIVE JONES REIGN………………….. 

Under current manager Clive Jones, the club’s rise continued with the County 
League being won in 1998-9 and again in 2000-1 followed by promotion to the 
Western League Division One and in season 2004-5, promotion as champions to 
the Premier Division of the same league. 

Success like this on the pitch can only come with hard work and dedication 
going hand in hand off the pitch and the club has been blessed with a series of 
loyal and unpaid servants such as the already mentioned Peter Ward, Dave 
Campion and Mike Mitchell plus such people as Andy Jarrett, who served for 22 
years as Secretary. There are many, in the past and in the present, who have, 
and do, work tirelessly for the club. The     clubhouse, post and rail pitch        
surround and floodlights have all been put in place by the club members. In 
2013 in his last game for the Club Clive lead his men to a 1 nil victory over    
Hallen in the Les Phillips Cup Final. 

ROVERS CLIMBING THE FOOTBAL PYRAMID……………… 



Willand’s standing in non-league football climbed to new heights in the last few 
seasons as they lifted the Les Phillips Cup in 2006/07 beating Welton Rovers in 
the final, after finishing runners-up to Corsham Town the previous year. Their 
then highest ever league position also followed in 2007/08 with a fantastic third 
place spot and that was bettered in a magical 2009/10 season that saw Rovers 
finish second only to Champions Bideford whilst they also reached the Fifth 
Round of the FA vase. In 2015-2016 after marathon 7 games were knocked out 
by Gosport Borough of the Conference South in the 4th     Qualifying Round of 
the FA Cup, just round away from playing in the competition   proper. 

At the end of the 2013 season long time manager Clive Jones stood down and 
was     replaced by young duo Scott Rogers and Russell Jee. As they learnt their 
trade the club finished a respectful 8th last year in the league. At the end of the 
season which was Scott last game in charge of the team we won the Les Phillips 
Cup beating Barnstable in the final. This season we have had a tremendous FA 
cup final playing clubs from East    London and the South Coast before falling to 
Conference South giants Gosport Borough. 

In 2015 saw Russell Jee taking over as manager with David Steele as his assis-
tant. This exciting pairing will be given time to adjust at the top and improve 
the club league  standing. The season did not start too well with 4 points from 
the opening league   matches and out of both FA competitions. But the club and 
squad stuck together and went on an unbelievable 12 match winning streak 
through November, December January and February, by the end of the season 
we had finished 6th with 70 points our highest points tally in 6 years.  We contin-
ued our love affair with the Les Phillips Cup with our 6th final appearance in 15 
years, unfortunately this year we were the bridesmaid rather than the bride 
losing to Hengrove Athletic by an odd goal. Our record in the final is now 3 all. 

In 2017 the league recognized the sterling services of a few of the ‘characters’ 
who have been associated with Willand for over 50 years each. Mike (Mitch) 
Mitchell, Tony (Tacker) Williams, Pete (Duffy) Ward. Mike (Bacon) Mears and 
Reg Vile have all shown tremendous commitment to the club and have totaled 
in excess of 280 years loyal services just to one club, Willand Rovers. We do 
however have some younger blood helping out within the Club, our Treasurer 
Cath Dinner has had a long involvement with WRFC as her father played her 
when she was a mere slip of a girl. Simon Dinner is   responsible for the club-
house events and maintenance. Tracey Greening is our General Secretary and 
keeps a sharp eye on all the stock. Dom Clark has been football secretary for a 
few years now replacing the sadly departed Tony Baker. 

Off the pitch the thriving fully refurbished club-house continues to help provide 
vital funding and the club also has a range of branded merchandise and local 
business, despite the hard times of the early 21st century recession continue to 
support, none more so that local haulage firm – Stan Robinson Transport who 
have increased their involvement with the club as “The Rovers”, seek to main-
tain the impetus of the last few years. Other local businesses have continued to 
support the club and thanks to The Hickory Inn, Devon Tarmaster, Pencarrie for 
their involvement with us.  

WE ACHIEVED OUR FIRST HONOURS IN 1988-89,          
WINNING THE FIRST DIVISION CHALLENGE CUP AND 
REACHED THE FINAL OF THE WILTS SENIOR CUP YET 
AGAIN.  WE FINALLY ACHIEVED PREMIER DIVISON STATUS 
IN 1993-94 GAINING PROMOTION AFTER FINISHING 
THIRD IN DIVISION ONE. SINCE THEN WE HAVE BEEN 
WINNERS OF THE WILTS SENIOR CUP IN 1995-96, 1997-
98, 2008-09 AND AGAIN IN 2014-15, WINNERS OF THE 
HELLENIC CHALLENGE CUP IN 2011-12, WINNERS OF 
THE HELLENIC  SUPPLEMENTARY CUP IN 1998-99 AND 
RUNNERS UP IN 2003-04, RUNNERS-UP IN THE PREMIER 
DIVISION IN 1999-00 AND WINNERS OF THE                    
PREMEIRSHIP TITLE IN 2004-05.  IN MORE  RECENT      
HISTORY, WHICH REACHED THE SEMI-FINAL OF THE FA 
VASE IN 2014-15  WHERE WE WERE KNOCKED OUT BY 
EVENTUAL WINNERS NORTH SHIELDS IN A CLOSELY 
FOUGHT TWO-LEGGED TIE. THIS SEASON ALSO SAW US 
PICK UP THE WILTS   SENIOR CUP. 
IN THE 2016-17 AND 2017-18 SEASONS WE WERE        
RUNNERS-UP IN THE WILTS SENIOR CUP TO SWINDON 
SUPERMARINE AND CHIPPENHAM TOWN RESPECTIVLY, 
BOTH OF WHICH PLAYED AT HIGHER LEVELS THAN US.  
ALSO IN THE 2017-18 SEASON WE SAW PROMOTION TO 
THE SOUTHERN LEAGUE DIVISION 1 SOUTH AS WE 
FINSIHED AS THE BEST THIRD PLACED TEAM ACROSS 
THE WHOLE COUNTRY. THIS MEANS WE ARE NOW    
PLAYING THE HIGHEST LEVEL OF FOOTBALL THE CLUB 
HAS SEEN. 



 
HIGHWORTH TOWN FC CLUB HISTORY 
 
HIGHWORTH TOWN FOOTBALL CLUB WAS FORMED IN 1893. 
WE JOINED THE CIRENCESTER & DISTRICT LEAGUE AND IT 
TOOK US SOME TIME TO RECORD OUR FIRST HONOURS, 
UNITL 1909-10 IN FACT, WHEN WE WON BOTH THE        
SWINDON JUNIOR CUP AND THE LOCAL ADVERTISER CUP, A 
CUP WE CAPTURED AGAIN IN 1912-13.  AFTER WINNING THE 
CIRENCESTER & DISTRICT LEAGUE DIVISON TWO           
CHAMPIONSHIP IN 1931-32, WE MOVED TO THE SWINDON & 
DISTRICT LEAGUE, WHERE WE  COMPLETED THE THIRD    
DIVISION CHAMPIONSHIP AND SWINDON  JUNIOR CUP 
DOUBLE IN 1933-34. 
THE 1950s SAW US MAKE A DRAMATIC RISE THROUGH THE 
LOCAL FOOTBALL RANKS. WE WON THE SWINDON &        
DISTRICT LEAGUE THIRD DIVISION TITLE AGAIN IN 1954-55 
AND THEN THE DIVISION TWO TITLE THE FOLLOWING     
SEASON. ONE MORE SEASON WAS NEEDED TO CLINCH THE 
DIVISION ONE TITLE AND ALSO THE WILTS JUNIOR CUP. WE 
THEN WENT ON TO WIN THE PREMIER DIVISION TITLE IN 
1957-58, ALONG WITH THE FARINGDON THURSDAY            
MEMORIAL CUP AND THE FOLLOWING SEASON WE WERE 
THE PREMEIR  DIVISION CHAMPIONS AGAIN, ALSO WINNING 
THE         ADVERTISER CUP.  WE CONTINUED TO DOMINATE 
THE SWINDON & DISTRICT PREMIER DIVISON IN THE 1960s, 
WINNING FOUR SUCCESSIVE TITLES FROM 1960-61 AND  
ANOTHER HAT-RICK FROM 1965-66 TO 1967-68, MAKING 
SEVEN TITLES IN EIGHT SEASONS. 
WE REACHED THE FINAL OF THE WILTS SENIOR CUP FOR 
THE FIRST TIME IN 1962-63 AND WON IT THE FOLLOWING 
SEASON. 
THERE WAS A SWITCH TO THE WILTS COMBINATION 
LEAGUE, WHERE WE FINISHED AS RUNNERS-UP IN DIVISON 
TWO IN 1970-71. 1972-73 SAW ANOTHER WILTS  SENIOR 
CUP VICTORY AND ALL THIS SUCCESS  PROMPTED US TO 
JOIN THE HELLENIC LEAGUE. 

In 2017 we welcomed a new team to Silver Street with the arrival of the Brave-
heart's FC a local side formed to help raise funds for service personnel and 
founded out of the  tragic loss of one of their mates who was killed in action 
whilst serving with British forces in Iraq. The Saturday side run by Nick Lush 
finished in mid table in Division 6 their highest finish in their short history but 
gained success in winning the Carlisle Cup with a late equalizer they then went 
onto score twice in extra time to secure their first piece of glittering silver-
ware. The Sunday side ably led by Kris Roper put a magnificent late season run 
together overturning a huge goal difference as the chased the leading side to 
come through magnificently with a splendid last match win to ensure they 
ended up as Champions. 

For Willand Rovers the 2017-18 season brought the most entertaining attack-
ing football brand we have seen, we were leading goal scorers in the division 
with some 121 goals in all competitions. Russell and David have brought in 
exciting young talent in the shape of Luke Mortimore and Brad Ausden and 
added some experience with Josh Searle and Glenn Gould together with the 
existing retained squad secured 3rd place with 78 points and a positive goal 
different of 50+.  WRFC were in great shape going into February with games in 
hand on the eventual league winners, but the wet weather    reduced the 
league programme to a shambles ensuring we are and other clubs were play-
ing 3 times a week. Added to that the loss of 4 key players to serious injury did 
not help our cause. But as we strive to improve both on and off the pitch this 
season was certainly taking us in the right direction. 

2018-2019 The History Makers 

2018 was the Chinese year of the dog well for Willand it was a year when we 
ended up top dog. It was a year never to be forgotten and will take some effort 
to beat. The season started by the return of a warrior in Rob Norrish and the 
introduction to senior football at the club of one of ex youth players Ben Bick-
le. Both were to have an impact on how the season went. In September anoth-
er experienced player joined in Craig Duff and that mix of young talent, experi-
ence stood us in great stead over the 52 game we played last season. 
 
The brand of football we played was one of excitement and flair some of our 
goals would not been out of place at the Eithad or Nou Camp. We ended scoring 
152 goals across all competitions. We departed the FA cup early but did not 
lose in the league until late September but by then we have started our FA 
Vase journey which took deep into the competition finally bow out in the ¼ 
finals against the losing finalists. In snow covered February and with 6 inches 
of snow on the ground a magnificent village effort with some 30 volunteers 
aged between 12 and 84 came and cleared the snow from the pitch so we could 
get the FA Vase 5th game on was truly amazing. Overcoming Deeping Rangers 
that Saturday was a magical and befitting moment for the club players and  
volunteers taking us further into the Vase then we had been before. 



Our bread and butter is the league steadily we marched on sitting top of the 
table for much of the season, where everyone wants to come and knock you off 
your perch. There were a few hiccups on the way but come late April it was a 2 
horse race we needed to draw the other side needed to win.  
 
Travelling to third place Bitton, needing a draw to win the league, Bitton them-
selves could pip everyone if the calculators could work out the permutations. 
We got off to the worst possible start conceding a goal after 20 seconds, now 
the pressure was on but slowly we came into the game but could not find that 
allusive equaliser. 
 
On the hour we were reduced to 10 men when one of ours was sent off for pro-
tecting one of our players from getting thumped. With second place Parkway 
winning and now top of the league as it stood we needed something special 
from someone. 
 
But true Champions find a way; they don’t lie down in the face of adversity and 
2 minutes after being reduced to 10 men, Luke Alden popped up with a sublime 
finish to gain parity. 
 
So for the first time in the club history we won the Western league and were 
promoted to the Southern league. 
 
Some of those history makers have left some have moved away some have 
business and a young family to consider, but they will all go done in Willand 
folklore as heroes. 
 
So Willand Rovers stand proudly at the highest point the club has reached in its 
short history. The this year will bring a different set of challenges, the decision 
has been made to start to develop the Stan Robinson Stadium, a new seating 
stand which can            accommodate  at least 50 seats is being sourced,  ground 
in fill around the pitch side has been completed, a physio room and outside toi-
lets have been added as we prepare for our first encounter with the Southern 
League.  

The Club now has to consider whether to stay at Silver Street or move to a fa-
cility fit for purpose, with ever more development going on in the village and 
surrounding area now is the time to make that decision of where our home for 
the next 55 years will be The lasts news is that in consultation with a local busi-
nessman and land owner we may well be placed to find Willand Rovers a new 
home in the next 5 years .The story goes on as the dream still unfolds – Watch 
this space. 

Southern Football League 

The Southern League, currently known as 
the BetVictor Southern League under the terms of a 
sponsorship agreement with BetVictor, is a 
men's football competition featuring semi-
professional clubs from the South West, 'South Cen-
tral' and Midlands of England and South Wales.        
Together with the Isthmian League and the Northern 
Premier League it forms levels seven and eight of 
the English football league system. 

The structure of the Southern League has changed 
several times since its formation in 1894, and          
currently there are 84 clubs which are divided into 
four divisions. The Central and South Divisions are at 
step 3 of the National League Sytem (NLS), and are 
feeder divisions, mainly to the National League 
South but also to the National League North. Feeding 
the Premier Divisions are two regional divisions,     
Division One Central and Division One South, which 
are at step 4 of the NLS.  These divisions are in turn 
fed by various regional leagues. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/BetVictor
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Association_football
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/South_West_England
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Midlands
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/South_Wales
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Isthmian_League
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Northern_Premier_League
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Northern_Premier_League
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/English_football_league_system#The_system
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_League_System
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_League_South
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_League_South
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_League_North




 
Mike SEARLE  (GK) 
Experienced keeper at this level having been with Torquay United and Truro City in the 
past, very vocal and assured gloveman. 
Last season Searly played in 41 games keeping 14 clean sheets 
 
Josh SEARLE (RB) 
Josh has joined from Taunton Town, since arriving he has shown his versatility by fill-
ing in on both flanks and in both full back positions. Good athlete and two footed. 
Last season Josh played in 46 games and has scored 16 goals from his full back spot. 
 
Ryan GUPPY (LB) 
Ryan is a speedy fullback, with an eye for goal, second season with us have signed from 
Devon and Exeter league. 
Last season Gups played in 43 games and has scored 5 goals from his full back spot 
 
Adam HILL (CB) 
Supporters player for past two seasons joined from Callington, tall, athletic, consistent 
and    assured defender. He has taken over the Captaincy role which he excels at. 
Last season Hilly played in 43 games and has scored 1 goal, but he does score they are 
normally very important goals 
 
Ben MAMMOLA (CB) 
Ben has returned to Willand after a spell at Tiverton Town, commanding    centre back, 
big, strong lad. 
 
Will RICHARDS (LB/MID) 
Will has also returned to Willand after leaving Exeter City he had a brief spell with us 
before trying his luck at Bideford. Recently has been playing his footie in the Devon 
league. Sweet left foot compliments his mazy runs. 
 
Joe CURTIS (MID) 
Joe is now in his 7th season with the club, his ability to be able to keep going for 90 
minutes at the same pace is astonishing, very popular member of the squad. 
Last season Joey played in 41 games and has scored 2 goals, his break up play is sec-
ond to none 
 
Brett WORBEY (MID) 
Brett is in his 6th season with the Club, dead ball specialist with 4 goals this season. 
Can      produce that moment of magic to unlock defences. Presently the managers 
player of the year. 
Last season Brett played in 41 games and has 18 assists to his name alongside those 
goals. 
 
Rob NORRISH (MID) 
Combative Rob has returned from Tiverton Town, still showing his warrior attributes 
with his tenacious break up play and tackling, do not under estimate his passing abil-
ity.  Last season Bobby played in 30 games  
 
 

David STEELE (MID) 
Veteran midfielder, who has played either for us or Tiverton for the past 20 years, very       
adaptable, uses that knowledge to good effect great communicator and Assistant 
Manager. 
Last season Steely played in 14 games and has scored 2 goals, the second one being 
very important as it was his 150th goal for the club making the clubs leading goal scor-
er ever. 
 
Luke MORTIMORE (MID/FWD) 
Luke has certainly made an impact with 24 goals last season before injury, can play 
wide or down the middle, good tricky two footed player. Morts is currently the     play-
ers player of the season. 
Last season Morts played in 44 games and has scored 34 goals which isn’t too bad for 
a winger. 
 
Douglas Baptista CAMILO (MID) 
Doug has arrived from Taunton, he has natural balance touch and technique along-
side a steely will to win, he will certainly compliment the other central midfield players 
 
Dean STAMP (FWD) 
Dean has re-joined Willand and brings experience and goals to the side, in his last year 
at this level he scored in excess of 50 goals, Dean scored over 126 goals in 150 games 
for the  Farm over the last 3 seasons. 
Last season Deano played in 27 games and has scored 15 goals he is just 3 behind 
Steely in the all-time goal scoring charts sitting on 147. 
 
Craig VEAL (FWD) 
Vealy has returned from Taunton where he won the league and came second in the 
premier division. Quick striker whose conversion rate is brilliant, when last playing for 
us he scored 20 goals in 19 games. 
 
Ben BICKLE (FWD) 
Another young talent coming from the Devon league where he excelled for           Oke-
hampton last season. He looks strong, sharp with boundless energy, undoubtedly his 
work rate and goals will soon turn him into a Silver Street favourite. Presently, the 
young player of the year.  In Bick’s first season with us coming off the bench in 25 of 
his 36 appearances he had scored 12 goals  
 
Aidan MOYLE (FWD) 
It’s a miracle that this young lad still plays he has multiple knee surgery on both knees 
yet he still willing to put his body on the line. 
This season Aidan played in 17 games and has scored 4 goals all from the bench, but 
all three have been vital goals for the club. 
 
Russell JEE (MANAGER) 
Russ was with Exeter City, has played for the likes of Bideford in the past. Took over as 
manager four seasons ago. 
His knowledge of the league and local football is second to none.  
Last season Russ has led the club to a historic ¼ final of the FA Vase. The Les Phillip 
Cup final and winners of the Western league. He has installed in the team of the    ben-
efits of playing exciting football with 150 goals scored last season shows we are a side 
that likes to entertain. 


